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What Is the American Community Surve

SURVEY

America is changing,
and so is the census.

A detailed look at how our communities are changing

every year—not just once every ten year That’s

what the Survey

provides. Your community needs current information

about its residents’ education, employment, income,

housing and more in order to plan and fund local
services that are important to you.

Your response is important and
completely confidential.

For more information, please vi
www.census.gov/acs

Or call the Census Bureau’s ACS
toll-free number at

888-346-9682




What is the American Community
Survey?

A large, continuous survey that:

* |Is sent to approximately 3 million resident
addresses per year

* Produces characteristics of population and
nousing

* Produces estimates for small areas and
small population groups



Timeline of the ACS

First operational
test conducted in

Congress renewed

N=866,000
housing units in

Continuous interest in an 4 sites 1,239 counties  Fjrst 1-yr ests
alternative to the N=165,000 released for
measurement decad oS " o rea 65,000+
conceptualized once-a-decade census ousing units ,
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Work began on Test sites GQs

what evolved expanded yearly to added

into the ACS 36 counties in 26 N=3,000,000

states

First 3-yr ests*
released for
areas 20,000+

housing units in
all counties in 50
states, DC & PR

*ests=estimates



What are the Purposes of the ACS?

* Determine funding and policies for federal
programs

 Understand characteristics of the
population of an area for local planning
needs

 Make comparisons across areas

« Assess change over time in an area



Developing the ACS
The ACS was developed to:

1. Focus the Census on improving the
population count

2. Provide characteristic data more than
once every 10 years to frame policy
ISSUes

3. Allow use of current data to respond to
new trends



Decennial Census

Census 2000 used 2 forms:

1.“short” form — basic demographic and
housing

2."long” form — collected more in-depth
iInformation

Only a sample of the population received
the long form



2010 Census and the ACS
2010 Census

« U.S. population count

 Short form only

* Only long form is for U.S.
territories, except Puerto Rico

e “Usual residence” rule

ACS

« U.S. population characteristics

* Includes short form questions

e Conducted in Puerto Rico

e “Current residence” rule



ACS Operations

\EE Telephone: Personal Visit:
(Month 1) CATI CAPI
(Month 2) (Month 3)
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American Community Survey
Content
i
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USCENSUSBUREAU
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Selected Topics on the ACS

* Ancestry
* Class of Worker
 Disability Status

 Educational
Attainment

 Fertility
« Health Insurance
Coverage

« Hispanic or Latino
Origin

Marital Status and
Martial History

Kitchen Facllities
Journey to Work
Owner Statistics
Poverty

School Enrollment
Veterans

Value of Home
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ACS Period Estimates

Describe the average characteristics over a
specific period of time

Contrast with point-in-time estimates

— Describe characteristics as of a specific date,
such as April 1, 2010

Period is 1 year, 3 years, or 5 years data
(combined for 12 months, 36 months, or 60
months)
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Population Thresholds for ACS Estimates

Publication thresholds 1-year estimates 3-year estimates 5-year estimates

65,000+ people X X
20,000+ people X

Less than 20,000 people
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American Community Survey
Data Products Release Schedule

Data Product Population Size Data released in:
of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2011 2012

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2011
for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-2007 2006-2008| 2007-2009 |2008-2010 2009-2011 2010-2012
for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 |2006-2010 2007-2011 2008-2012
for Data Collected in:

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.
Source: US Census Bureau
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American Community Survey
Comparison Guidance

 Comparing ACS 1-year data

— Census Bureau supports comparisons between
2007 and 2008 ACS 1-year data.

— Improvements to the questionnaire may impact
comparability.

« Comparing 2008 ACS 1-year data to Census
2000

— Differences between the 2008 ACS and Census
2000 include residence rules, universes, and
reference periods.
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How to access ACS Data Products?
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American FactFinder

American FactFinder”

| Main | Search Feedback FAQ=s Glossary Site Map Help

Your source for popufation, housing. economic, and geographic data

Population Data

POPULATION FINDER

Fast Access to Information

FACT SHEET Population Finder

PEOPLE [— ) ation Finde
= po i

HOUSING

BUSINESS AND

GOVERNMENT

ABOUT THE DATA

DATA SETS

DOWHNLOAD CENTER

MAPS ic - Surve g available for cities, counties

' ] i fith
TOOLS AND ] : ations of 20,000 ar
REFERENCES

Address Search..




ACS Data

POPULATION FINDER
FACT SHEET
PEOPLE

HOUSING

BUSINESS AND
GOVERNMENT

ABOUT THE DATA

DATA SETS

» Decennial Census

= American
Community Survey

= Puerto Rico
Community Survey

» Annual Population
Estimates

» Economic Census

= Annual Economic
Surveys

DOWHNLOAD CENTER

TOOLS AND
REFERENCES

Products

A

2005-2007 American
Estimates

mmunity Survey 3-Year
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ACS Data Products

Profiles
—  Data Profiles
—  Narrative Profiles
—  Comparison Profiles
—  Selected Population Profiles

Tables
—  Detailed Tables and Collapsed Tables
—  Subject Tables
— Ranking Tables
—  Geographic Comparison Tables

Thematic Maps
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files



Data Profiles

United States

Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2006 2008 @
Data Set: 2006-2008 American Community Survey 3-¥Year Estimates
Survey: American Community Survey

Social - Education, Marital Status, Relationships, Fedility, Grandparents...

Economic - Income, Employment, Doccupation, Commuting to Work...

Housing - Occupancy and Structure, Housing Yalue and Costs, Wilties .

Lemographic - Sex and Age, Race, Hispanic Origin, Housing Units...

Marrative - Text profile with graphs for easy analysis. ..

MOTE. Alkhough the American Community Survey (ACS) produces population, demographic and housing
unit estimates, it iz the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and dizseminates the

official estimates of the population for the nation, states, counties, cities and towns and estimates of
housing units for states and courties.

For more information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling errar, and defintions, see
Survey Methodoloogy .

Selected Social Characteristics in the United States Estimate | Margin of Error Percent | Margin of Error

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE
Total households 112,386,298 +-100, 058 | 112,386,298 (X}

Family households (families) T4.870,525 +1-101 406 BE 6% +1-0.1
Witk owen children under 15 years 34,5584 516 +[-72 652 31 .0% +1-0.1
Mlarried-cauple family 55,706,062 +1-125,325 43 6% +1-0.1
wWith owwn children under 15 yvears 24 045125 +/-57 552 21 4% +1-0.1
Male: householder, no wife present, family 5,155,903 +/-21 853 4 5% +1-0.1
Wiith owvn children under 15 years 2,537,757 +/-16,091 2.3% +1-0.1
Female househaolder, no hushand present, family 14,008 560 +/-35,520 12.5% +1-0.1
Wiith owvn children under 18 years &,301 901 +/-29 427 T A% +i-0.1
Monfamily households C iy B +/-40 451 33.4% +1-0.1
Householder living alone 30,894 8 +I1-45 512 27 A% +1-0.1
ES vears and over 10,432,779 +I-38,774 9.3% +1-0.1




Narrative Profiles

| lnited "Eit':ltEE

-4!1!-' househald size w

Families ms
couple fz

percent of all h
alone, but some w
house ‘h older,

Cther families

People living alone

Type of household
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Comparison Profiles

United States

Selected Social Characteristics in the United States: 2008 @
Data Set: 2008 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates
Survey: American Community Survey

Social - Education, Marital Status, Relationships, Fertilty, Grandparents...
Economic - Income, Employment, Soccupation, Commuting to Work...
Housing - Ococupancy and Structure, Housing Yalue and Costs, Wilties. .
Demographic - Sex and Age, Race, Hispanic Origing Housing Units ..

An * indicstes that the estimate iz significantly different (st @ 90% confidence level) than the estimate from
the most current yvear. & 'ctindicates the estimates for that yvear and the current vear are bath cortrolled; a
statiztical test iz not appropriste.

2008 - 2007 2008 - 2006

2008 2007 Statistical 2006 Statistical

Selected Social Characteristics inthe United States Estimate Estimate | Significance Estimate | Significance

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE

Total households 113,101,329 | 112,377,977 111,617,402
Family households (families) BE.3% BG.8% GE.5%
With owwn children under 18 yvears 30.7% 311% 31 .3%
Married-couple family 49 2% 49.7% 49 7%
With owvn children under 15 vears 21.1% 21 4% 21 6%
Male householder, no wite prezent, family 4 5% 4 B% 4 6%
With owwn children under 18 vears 2.3% 2.3% 2.2%
Female householder, no hushand present, family 12.5% 125% 12.5%
With owvn children under 15 vears 74% 7 4% 7.4%
Monfamily households 33.7% 33.2% 33.2%
Haousehalder living alone 27 8% 27 3% 27 3%
65 years and ower 9.4% 91% 9.1%




Selected Population Profiles

United States

S0201. Selected Population Profile in the United States @
Country of Birth: Japan

Data Set: 2006-2008 American Community Survey 3-¥ear Estimates
Survey: American Community Survey

MOTE. For information on confidertiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
Survey Methodology .

Subject Total population | Margin of Error | Japan | Margin of Error
TOTAL HUMBER OF RACES REPORTED

Total population 301,237,703 v 346,470 +/-6, 349
ne race 97 8% +1-0.1 97 7% +i-0.2
Tww races 2.0% +i-0.1 2.2% +i-0.2
Three races 0.1 % +i-0.1 0.0%, +i-10.1
Faur or mare races 0.0%, +i-0.1 0.0% +i-0.1

SEX AHND AGE

Total population 301,237,703 veertl 36,470
Male 49 3% +-01| 35.4%
Female 50.7% +/-01| B4.6%

Under 5 years E 9% +i-0.1 1.7%
Sto 17 vears 17 6% +i-0.1 5.9%
18 to 24 years 9.5% +i-0.1 T.3%
25 to 34 years 13.3% +i-0.1 17.2%
35 1o 44 years 14 3% +i-0.1 24 2%
45 to 54 years 14 6% +i-0.1 14.5%
55 to B4 years 10.8% +-01) 11.7%
B5to 74 years 6 .5% +i-0.1 9.1%
75 years and over E 1% +i-0.1 8.3%




Detailed Tables

Table Name

Table
Number

Collapsed
Version

and langus
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Detalled Tables — Collapsed Version

C1e007. AGE BY LAMNGUAGE SPOKER AT HOME FOR THE POPULATION 5 YEARS AMND OWER -
Lniverse: POPLULATION 5 YEARS AND OWER

Data Set: 2006-2003 American Comimunity Survey 3-%Year Estimates

Survey: American Community Surey

MOTE. Athough the American Community Survey (ACE) produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, it is the Cens
Fopulation Estimates Program that produces and disseminates the official estimates of the population for the nation, states, courties
estimates of housing units for states and counties.

For information on confidentiality protecti pling error, and definitionz, 2ee Survey Methodoloogy .

Wiewy the noncollapsed =zion of this takle.

Uniited States
E=timate Margin of Error
Total: 280 564 877 +/-7 708 Total:
21017 years: 53,133,749 +£-11 294 Sto 17 years:
Speak anly Englizh 42 257 816 +I-28 2353 = :
Speak Spanish 7,794,075 +1-23 427 Speak onhy English
Speak all other languages 3,051 555 +i-18 967 E-I}E.‘Elk E—I}EI'IiEh
15 1o B4 years: 159,450,992 +f-10 356
Speak only English 150,559,005 +{60, 303 Speak other Indo-European languages
Speak Spanish 24,032,441 +/-36,163 speak A=ian and Pacific Izland languages
Speak all ather languages| 14,559 5435 +i-43 3035 E—I}E.‘Elk other Iﬂnguages
ES years and aver: 37 980136 +i-7 120
Speak only English 32,641 975 +i-14 450
Speak Spanish 2357 228 +i-7 495
Speak all ather languages 2 89580 933 +f-12 559
Source: LS, Census Bureau, 2006-2005 American Community Survey




Subject Tables

California

S$1401. School Enrollment @

Data Set: 2006-2008 American Community Survey 3-¥ear Estimates
Survey: American Community Survey

MOTE. For infarmation on confidentiality protection, sampling errar, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
Survey hMethodology .

Percent
of enrcolled population

Subject Total | Margin of Error | In public school| Margin of Error | In private school | Margin of Error
Population 3 years and over enrolled in school | 10,239 24% +/-18, 44 &5.T% +/-0.1 14.3% +/-0.1
Murzery school, preschool 92076 +I-7 299 55.0% +i-0.7 45 0% +/-0.7
Kindergarten to 12th grade 6,656,169 +i-10,422 90.5% +i-0.1 9.2%% +i-0.1
Kindergarten 495,551 +i-5 405 S5.1% +/-0.4 11.9% +J-0.4
Elermertary: grace 1 to gracde 4 1,974 316 +f-11 764 90 .2% +i-0.2 9.5% +f-0.2
Elementary: grade 5 1o grade S 2 0357 565 +I-11 SEE 90.9% +J-0.2 9.1%: +/-0.2
High school: grade 9 to grade 12 2,295 604 +I-7 70 91 9% +i-0.2 8% +/-0.2
College, undergraduate 2395 619 +I-16 296 S4.0% +J-0.3 16.0% +/-0.3
Graduate, professional school 455 385 +I-5,045 55.3% +i-0.5 41 7% +/-0.5

Percert of age group enralled in school --
3 and 4 years 49 795
510 9 years 95 4%
1010 14 years 95 6%
151017 vears 95 5%
18 and 19 years T 0%
2010 24 vears 41 4%
2510 34 years 13.4%
35 years and over 369

Population 18 years and over 2T,043,1T
Enraolled in college or graduate school 10.5%
Males 18 yvears and over 13,409,873




Ranking Tables

United States and States
’ ent of People 5 Years and Over Who Speak a Language Other Than

View this table...

¢ for states

¢ from 2003

from r Estimates

mmunity Su ey

mpling error, n mpling error, and definitio

Rank [+]| State > in of Error

« Subject Defintions
+  Guality Measures

umbiz




Ranking Tables

United States and States

cent of People 5 Years

Rank

|

+ Subject Definitions
+ Quality Measures

0 =&

and Over Who Speak a Language Cther Than

ty Survey

-anitly different from the

and definiti
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Geographic Comparison Tables

View this table...
F from 2008
from 200
from
from 2
View this table...
> Gl

Other tables...

another

+ Subject Definitions

« LCwality Measures

California -- Urban/Rural and Inside/Outside Metropolitan and
VMicropolitan Area
GCT1603. Percent of People 3 Years and Over Who Speak English Less Than
"Wery Well™
Uni 58 5 years and over @

mmunity Survey 1-Year Estimates
mmunity Survey

infarmation on confidertiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions

Geographic area Percent Margin of Error

California

URBAH AHD RURAL
Urban

LiFal

IHSIDE AHND OUTSIDE METROPOLITAHN AND
DLITAH STATISTIC

+/-0.1
+/-0.4
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2009 ACS Data Release

First release of ACS 5-year estimates

— Data will be available for small areas including
* Census Tracts
« Block Groups

— Wil be based on data collected in 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008 and 2009

The 2009 ACS 1-year and the 2007-2009 ACS
3-year estimates will also be released
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What Recent Content Changes have
taken Place with the Questionnaire?

New Content
2008
1. Health Insurance Coverage
2. Service Connected Disability
3. Matrital History

2009
1. Field of Undergraduate Degree

Wording and format changes in 2008 to match
Census 2010 questions
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Impact of Adding/Changing Content

« Some topics will only be available for 1-year data
products

* New content will NOT be included in multi-year
estimates, until sufficient data is collected (ie:
takes 36 months of data collection to produce
3-year estimates).
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For more information

Subscribe to “ACS Alert”

http://www.census.qgov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm

Visit the ACS website:
http://www.census.gov/acs

Contact by telephone:

Marla Katz
215.717.1820

Contact by email:
Marla.A.Katz@census.qov
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